Verbal Vandalism & The Third Commandment

Disclaimer: this is an automatically generated machine transcription - there may be small errors or
mistranscriptions. Please refer to the original audio if you are in any doubt.

Date: 01 September 2024

Preacher: Chris Oswald

[ 0: 00] and you're going to want to be in Exodus today, chapter 20, verse 7, Exodus 20, verse 7.
We're at the third commandment as we work our way through the commandments, and
just as a reminder, next week we start kind of the full-blown series that we've been
planning, clear truth for a confused world, and we'll be talking about next week rest in a
busy world as we discover what God has planned for us with the Sabbath. | want to start
as an introduction. | want to start by reading Matthew 12, 36 to you, Matthew 12, 36, and
37. Listen to this. Listen carefully. Jesus says, | tell you, on the day of judgment, people
will give account for every careless word they speak, for by your words you will be
justified, and by your words you will be condemned. | tell you, on the day of judgment,
people will give account for every careless word they speak.

How does that make you feel? A few of you are so quiet, you are safe. You are okay. But
many of us are not naturally very quiet. My wife and | were talking about our report cards,
you know, back in the day. You used to get those sent home with you, and you had to get
them signed and taken back, and there was always a spot for comments. And my
comment was always, is constantly daydreaming. | would get in trouble for just like staring
out the window, and I'm out.

I hadn't learned how to breathe through my nose yet, you know, and so just staring out the
window, with these big old lips just daydreaming of whatever. And Ange's comment,
though, now this will surprise you. Ange's comment from grade K all the way through 12
on her report cards, every single report card just about was, talks too much. This verse
that Jesus is giving to us in Matthew, this idea, | tell you on the day of judgment, people
will give account for every careless word they speak. It shows us that there is a third
category for speech that we don't often consider. We have a category for negative
speech, right? For speech that is hurtful, for speech that is meant to inflict harm, lies. We
have a category for wrong speech, bad speech. We have a category for good speech, you
know, admonishing, exhorting, affirming, praising, so forth. The category we don't often
consider is this third category, and that is just careless speech, careless speech. And I'm
sure that you have, as | have, experienced problems as a consequence of just not speech
that was intended really for anything except to fill the room with some noise. This category
of careless speech is pretty dangerous. During World War I, one of the most successful
kind of advertising campaigns during World War Il was the campaign that usually said,
loose lips, sink ships. And what they would do in that campaign is to remind, actually,
honestly, mothers and fathers were receiving letters from their soldiers, often the
European theater in particular, but also the Pacific theater. And these soldiers were told,
and these letters were reviewed to some degree even, but these soldiers were told, be
very careful about communicating plans. But things would slip through. For instance,
we've been on the move for three days. We haven't been able to set up a kitchen. We've
been eating only
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MREs. You send that to your mom back in Kansas. And if she communicates that to the
wrong person at the wrong time, someone now knows that this particular division in the
Army is moving in haste in a particular direction, and so on and so forth. And so there was
an entire campaign built around loose lips, sink ships. This problem of careless speech is
well known to those of us that struggle with it. It is well known throughout military history.
And the sort of headwaters of careless speech is found in Exodus 20, verse 7. If you want
to know where like kind of the pinnacle of careless speech is, it would be Exodus 20,
verse 7. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold
him guiltless who takes his name in vain. To be honest with you, this is where we start. If
you have any struggles in controlling your speech in any way, this is where we start. We
learn how to honor God in our speech. And the lessons we learn in that realm work their
way through into the rest of our lives. If you ever wonder, should | trust so and so or not?
Here's how | would tell you to evaluate a person. If they don't honor God's name, if they're
routinely dishonoring

God's name, don't trust them with your name. This capacity to simply revere God's nhame
is so countercultural. It's so common for us to walk through the world every day and to
watch our movies and so on and so forth and hear God's name being taken in vain. It
rarely registers any longer, but I tell you, it's indeed a symptom of something quite terrible
that many an English poet feared back in the day.

Many a Greek philosopher feared back in the day. And that's simply the loss of all sense
of reverence. And there's a problem is when you lose all sense of reverence, people have
nothing to swear by any longer. People have nothing to swear by that we can be assured
this person means it because they're swearing by this thing that they hold in deep
reverence. All of the intentional irreverence and cynicism and so on and so subversion
and so on and so forth. This is all intended not simply to like ruin norms, which it does
that, but also create a low trust society because none of us know if what is holy to me is
holy to you. Did you hear about the recent parliamentary swear in in London? You know,
it's typical to put your hand on a holy book of some kind. And there were something like 15
to 20 different holy books used there, each one swearing in the name of their own higher
power.

Problem is, is that all these higher powers have different standards. And | can't be
assured, for instance, Muhammad or Allah, he doesn't mind if you lie, if you lie for his
purposes. So how can | be sure if someone pushed their hand on this book or that book
and swears to this God or that God?

The world is kind of becoming a place where I, if we don't hold simple things in reverence
together, it's, it's not just impolite to use the name, the Lord's name in vain. It actually, it
actually matters at like deep functional societal ways. | drove past a vegetable stand last
night that was an honor system vegetable stand with a jar of cash sitting right there,
completely unguarded, no one around. How can we, how can we find that again?

It's actually connected in many respects to what we're going to talk to do, talk about today,
this idea of revering the name of the Lord. Now, why does God care if we take his name in
vain? I've touched on some of it, but | want to remind you what Dove shared with us last
week. And that is, is that we are a word-based religion, not an image-based religion.
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We're a word-based religion, not an image, image-based religion. So for us, careless
speech, sinful speech, and in particular, taking the Lord's name in vain, that would be
verbal vandalism on the image of God, the image of God being the word of God. It's very
important to remember that we are not, when we use God's name in vain, simply using a
name in vain. We are speaking ill of God in totality. There's this old Baptist pastor whose
last name was Pepper, and | did confirm he did get his doctorate. So we, we have a quote
here from Dr. Pepper. Listen, listen to what he says about the name of God. His hame
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. In
like manner, we conceiving God as having certain properties, characters, methods, and so
forth, call him creator, preserver, benefactor, king, judge, the eternal, the almighty, the
all-seeing, the heavenly father, Emmanuel, Holy Spirit, and the like. On the other hand,
would we give the supreme being no specific title? The general phrase, name of God,
stands as a compendium of our conceptions of

God, a human epitome of deity. A lot of $5 words there. What's he saying? Well, he's
saying that when you choose the name God, you're not simply using a name. You're
referring to the entire person, all that he does, all that he is. He says more clearly in
another paragraph, God's name not only signifies all his various titles, that were little to
say, it also signifies his nature, his attributes, his character, his authority, his purposes, his
methods, his providences, his words, his instructions, his institutions, his truths, his
kingdom. In short, all that God is, all that God says, all that God does, all that God bids.
Thus, comprehensive is the phrase, name of God. So God's name is more than just a
name. And that's why he says in Exodus 20, verse 7, that if we take his name in vain, we
will not be held guiltless, because God's name is a representation of all that God does.
And so taking

God's name in vain is what you would call verbal vandalism. And that's point one of our
message today. Point two of our message is that there is a wide variety of ways in which
you can take the name of the Lord in vain. | would encourage all of you to just remember
this. You don't have to do anything right now. But as you yourself are thinking about the
Ten Commandments, | would strongly encourage you to look up the Westminster Larger
Confession, the Westminster Larger Catechism, rather, Westminster Larger Catechism. |
would encourage you to look that up and read their comments on each one of the
commandments. Because there you've got a group of men who met for about two years,
working their way through the Word of God, and they did an amazing job of thinking
through all of the different categories that exist in each of these commandments. And
listen to this. The question in this answer of the Westminster Catechism is, what is
forbidden in the Third Commandment? That's the question.
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And the answer provided by the larger Westminster Catechism is, the sins forbidden in the
Third Commandment are, the not using of God's hame as it is required, the abuse of it, an
ignorant, vain, irreverent, profane, superstitious, or wicked mentioning, or otherwise using
his titles, attributes, ordinances, or works by blasphemy, perjury, all sinful cursings, oaths,
vows, and lots, violating of our oaths and vows, if lawful and fulfilling them, if all things
unlawful, if of things unlawful, murmuring and quarreling at, curious, prying into,
misapplying of God's decrees and providences, misinterpreting, misapplying, or any way
perverting the Word or any part of it, to profane jests, curious or unprofitable questions,
vain janglings. Someone tell me what that is, maybe one time. Vain janglings, or the
maintaining of false doctrines, abusing it, the creatures, or anything contained under the
name of God, to charms or sinful lusts and practices, the maligning, scorning, and reviling,
or any wise opposing of God's truth and grace in ways, making profession of religion and
hypocrisy, or for sinister ends, being ashamed of it or ashamed to it. Being ashamed of it
or ashamed to it. We'll talk about that at the end. By uncomfortable, unwise, unfruitful, and
offensive walking or backsliding from it. So that's how the Westminster Catechism talks
about the Third Commandment. How do you violate the Third Commandment? Basically,
how do you not violate the Third Commandment? Like, there's a lot of ways to violate the
Third Commandment. Here's my definition, which is more appropriate to my 1Q level. Here
it is. We disobey the third when we invoke God's name, His work, or His Word in order to
establish improper authority, credibility, power, and so on. This is how | would describe
what God's forbidding in the Third Commandment. We disobey the Third Commandment
when we invoke God's name,

His work, or His Word in order to establish improper authority or credibility or power by the
invocation of that name. So I've got eight examples of that today, and we're just going to
mostly talk, you know, application. | told someone this week as they asked me how
sermon prep was like, well, I've gotten to the text and don't do that. That's where I've
gotten to. So what we really need to look at is the various ways that we could accidentally
or intentionally transgress the Third.

I'm going to start with three areas that probably won't be convicting to you, that will give
you kind of a capacity to sense what's going on in my definition from a distance. And the
first one would be the simplest, and that would be perjury. Right? Chesterton, remember
that | said about the swearing into 20 different holy books or whatever. Chesterton said
you can either have Ten Commandments or Ten Thousand. And what he meant by that
is, is that you have to have a means by which we can all validate that we're all playing on
the same sheet music. Right? And he essentially says that it gets into this idea of perjury
that like, how do | know if so-and-so, when they put their hand on the Bible or put their
hand on this or this or this, means what they say? Perjury is, of course, well, it was
designed, | think, I'm assuming that it works differently in some places now, but it was
always designed to say, | tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and then
what? So help me God. So suppose you come up that day to testify, and you have every
intention of lying, and you put your hand on the Bible and say, I'll tell the truth, the whole
truth, and, you know, so help me God. And it's, you know, you actually don't mean that.
You don't mean, so help me God, meaning if | don't, God's going to be mad at me. You
don't mean that. That would be an example of taking the Lord's name in vain. A second
one that, you know, is pretty obvious is politics. You just see political parties and political
candidates using the name of God to advance their particular stuff, and you really get the
clear sense, sometimes because they're evil, wicked people, and sometimes just because
they're clowns, you really get the sense that they don't leave in, they're not saying God's
name there with a reverence. They're using it, as | said in my definition, to, they're
invoking God's name to establish credibility, power, authority, and so on and so forth. And
here's one that I'm very eager for you to be aware of, and that would just be preaching.
Very often, | believe that preaching violates the third commandment.
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There's a few ways that that could happen, and | just want you to think about this and be
aware of it. The first one is, is when a preacher binds people's consciences to things that
God would not bind their consciences to, and he does so in the name of God, that would
be taking the Lord's name in vain. For instance, if I, just throwing some kind of crazy thing
out that would never happen, if | wrote a book about what, how long your hair should be,
and | said, this is what God wants, well, I've just taken the name of the Lord, I've just taken
the Lord's name in vain.

You understand? Because I've just, I've just invoked God's name, this is what God wants,
and I've bound your conscience to something that I'm suggesting to you is from God,
when it's not. It's just my opinion. It might be an educated opinion, it might not be. But one
of the common ways that preaching can take the name of the Lord in vain is by binding
people's consciences to standards that God himself does not, would not bind you to.
Sometimes this comes off as a pastor expressing his personal opinion, that doing so with,
sometimes accidentally, with too much authority, too much sauce, you know, it's not
always intentional. But you have to look out for this.

Jesus says of the Pharisees that he's woeing them, you know, he's woeing them to
kingdom come, and one of the things he says is, you heap burdens on men's backs,
burdens that you yourself do not carry. So one of the ways preaching can violate the third
is by binding people's consciences.

Here's one, if you love your neighbor, you'll wear a mask. Like, that was sin. And if you
haven't, if you thought that and haven't repented, you should.

That was wrong. That was a wrong take. We all get things wrong. It's okay. But that one
was wrong. You used a Bible verse to say more than it said. You could say, | believe that |
would love my neighbors by wearing a mask. Sweet. Great. But once you give me the
thus sayeth the Lord treatment, you're in the wrong. So that's another one to look out for.
And the third way, or another way, is pastors that will kind of accidentally, usually
accidentally, sometimes knowingly, but usually accidentally, just teach false doctrine, false
things about God. Well, that would be taking the Lord's name in vain. You're presenting
something that's just not true. You're presenting a description of God that's just false. And
related to that is this idea of misrepresenting God by emphasis.

If | present God's attributes to you in a very lopsided way consistently for years, whether |
make him more wrathful than he really is, or more patient than he really is, you understand
what I'm saying? Like if | present a piece of God to you as God, that would be taking the
Lord's name in vain. So those are three areas that probably don't step on a lot of toes.
You know, they're just examples of how we would take the Lord's hame in vain in real life.
Now let's step on some toes.

And the first one | think that we should talk about is what | would call performative piety.
Piety. Performative piety. So piety has to do with holiness. And here I'm talking about like
acting like you're godlier than you are would be an example of taking the Lord's name in
vain. You're picking up the things of God and you're sort of holding them in front of you in
this social situation to sort of look like you are more holy than you actually are. I'm sure
you probably heard this, that Muslims do not recognize the Jews as God's chosen people.
The Jews do not recognize Jesus as the Messiah. Protestants do not recognize the Pope
as the leader of the Christian church. And Baptists do not recognize each other in the
liquor store.

And that would be what we're talking about, right? Like there's just this, | am presenting,
I'm really putting, I'm very God forward in this particular conversation because | want you
to think that | am holier than | actually am. Jesus covers this when he's talking about the
Pharisees in Mark 12, 38.
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Beware of the scribes who like to walk around in long robes and like greetings in the
synagogues, in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and places of honor
at feasts, who devour widows' houses for a pretense, make long prayers. They will receive
greater condemnation. I've found that this is just a constant temptation in church. And I'll
just tell you straight up, some of you have been here a long time, some of you are new,
and we kind of got a, you know, light Labor Day crowd today, which is fine. But let me be
clear about something.

Our secret sauce at Providence is people who are comfortable in their own skin. There's a
reason | don't preach with a lot of rhetorical flourish. | made that commitment over 10
years ago because | realized that if I'm presenting something to you that isn't fully me, and
I'm training you over time for you not to be fully you. But if | get up here and I'm just me,
and I'm, you know, the preacher version of me, which is a real version of me, if I'm
authentic and I'm communicating to you like people would talk, like | would talk to you at
your house, what I'm communicating to you is you do not need to put on a show to do
church.

Now, what happens when a whole congregation gets a hold of that and God bless, praise
the Lord, he is doing this. I'm hesitant to point this out. | don't want to be boastful.

Our church is comfortable in its own skin to a degree that most churches are not. And |
would just remind you guys, like, if you start doing this performative piety thing where
you're talking, now you don't have to dump and say like everything about how terrible your
life is or anything. But man, if you start throwing in these little Jesus adjectives and verbs
and so on, and you start seizing your conversation in a way as to present you as more
godly than you really are, you're losing the plot and it's ruining our, like the thing we got
going. It's our secret sauce, you know, it's not the building, you know, it's us being real.
And so let's watch out for this performative piety. A second area that would be consistent,
I think, for us as the temptation to violate the third would be in the category of what you
might call prophecy and promptings.

You could go as far as the occasions when someone would claim to have a word from the
Lord and use language in their description that would put an amount of authority on their
thought or insight that would be inappropriate and would be kind of, again, invoking God's
word, his ways, his hame, in a way that makes you look like you are certain that you
really, it's like, no, no, be careful.

Be careful. Be careful. There's another related element. That one would be kind of public.
There's another one, and this happens a lot to pastors. We find out about this a lot. So
and so will come to us and say, hey, I've just decided I'm going to make a massive life
change, but don't worry, I've prayed about it. And what happens essentially in these sorts
of moments is, is that a Christian can, without realizing it, sort of insert God's name as a
means of credibility. Like, I've felt this from the Lord. I've received this prompting from the
Lord, and so on and so forth. And boy, | would just tell you, you need to be careful. That
very easily could be using the Lord's name in vain. Jonathan Edwards, many of you know,
had, you know, a front row seat to one of the most dramatic revivals of all time.

And he was really careful to say the following. | know by experience that impressions
made with great power and upon the minds of true saints, yea, imminent saints, and
presently after, yea, in the midst of extraordinary exercises of grace and sweet
communion with God, and attended with texts of scripture, strongly impressed on their
mind, are no sure signs of being revelations from heaven, for | have known such
impressions to fail and prove vain. D.A. Carson, in his classic book, this is a book | would
commend to many of you. He wrote it in the late 90s. It turned out to be prophetic. Well, |
guess |, maybe not, according to what | just said. D.A. Carson wrote this, many Christians
now rely far more on inward promptings than on their Bible knowledge to decide what they
are going to do in a situation. And | would say, there's a category for that. It's okay.
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You need to understand, though, that that did not come to you with the level of authority
that you would be, that would be appropriate for you to say, in the name of the Lord, I, or
thus sayeth the Lord, or the Lord has told me. You need to be skeptical of those things.
You need to be careful of those things. And you certainly would never want to use those
things to sort of win an argument, to sort of overcome counsel from the outside. You just
want to be really careful there.

So those are two. There's another one, which would just be profanity. Using the name of
God as a swear word is strictly forbidden. You must not do it. And let me tell you another
thing. Some of you guys, and you know | don't hear so well, some of you guys, if you're
going to do gosh, you need to up your shh game a lot. Do you understand what I'm
saying? If you're going to be a gosh person, fine. But what | hear a lot of times isn't shh. |
just hear God.

Now, | want you to think about this also, just so you understand, if you're going to be a
person who says gosh, okay, | want you to also understand something. You're surrounded
by people who are saying God. You're seeing it on TV. You're hearing it in movies and so
on. So | would just tell you, like, you just need to be careful. Because remember, why do
we even care about taking God's name in vain? We care because God's name represents
God, all of God. And so even if it were just to be like, | just want to make sure if I'm saying
gosh, people hear me say gosh. And this might be my oldest guy take I've had a number
of weeks. But I'm telling you, young people, you got to watch this.

It's like you don't want to accidentally do it wrong. God's worthy of great care. His name is
worthy of great care. So watch yourself there. Another example would be publicity.

publicity. So I've had some wonderful mentors over the years. And most of them were
informal. And so | would just kind of fall in and pester a person until they started telling me
what to do, especially when | was younger. And Angela and | had these mentors when we
were younger.
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And it was a couple that were probably in their 40s. And we would just like constantly go
to them with questions and just spend tons of time with them. And they were to us like
some of the godliest people we knew. And we just thought so much of them. They had a
like I love Jesus bumper sticker on their Ford Taurus or something, you know, something
like that. And the only time | ever saw them fight was when we would drive in the city
together. And, you know, the girls would be in the back and I'd be up in the front with the
guy. And he was kind of a reckless driver, not a super careful driver. And she would yell
up from the front seat like, if you don't learn how to use a turn signal, I'm taking the
bumper sticker off the car. And what she was saying essentially was like, we are not going
to drive through St. Louis telling everyone how much you love Jesus while being such an
inconsiderate, terrible driver. And so one of the ways we could take the Lord's name in
vain, one of the common ways is we carry God's name. People know we're Christians and
we're just idiots, you know. We're just chumps. We're just inconsiderate. We're rude.
We're so on and so forth. And we just like that would be kind of acceptable if you weren't,
if everyone didn't know you're a Christian, but they often do. And so listen, guys, you just
need to be understanding that if you are carrying God's hame into the world and you're not
careful in how you represent God, you're violating the third commandment. And | have
one here that is not intended for you really, but | want to talk about parenting for a
moment. I'm not putting this here because | see any parents in Providence that are
actually struggling with this. | see a lot of great things in the parents at Providence. But I'm
putting this here actually for some adults who might be here today, and | felt like maybe
this would just could potentially be useful to some of you. And | would extend it not just to
parents, but to pastors and other people. See, by the time you're a certain age, you will
probably encounter someone in a position of power who used God's name to endorse
things that God would not endorse. | think that there's some in the room who had a
spiritual leader, a parent or something that would use God's name, God's word, God's
work in a way to win the moment, to establish a moral high ground, to make the, you
know, persuading you or getting you to do what he or she wanted you to do, like kind of
easier. And | just think that like, we just need to acknowledge that for a moment and
understand that's actually probably a part of a lot of our lives. We've had someone in our
life who used God's name to move us in a direction that God himself was actually
completely not for.

And | bring that up to you, first of all, to be clear, because sometimes it's just important to
understand that someone sinned against me and to understand what sin it was. So if
you've been bullied, not led, but if you've been bullied, gaslit, whatever, in the name of
God, we now have a name for what that was. That was taking the Lord's name in vain.

And you can understand that. And then you can choose by God's grace to say, well, that's
the sin. I'm not going to dwell on it. I'm going to move on. But just understand that the law
that was violated in many of those cases, sometimes very knowingly, sometimes
completely accidentally, was a sort of pharisaical means of taking the sacred name of God
and using it to win a fight.
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And those of you, if you're married and you're the one who's more verbally astute than the
other one, Anne's talked her whole life, but I'm pretty good at winning arguments. And I've
had to learn, man, like, just because | know more Bible verses, just because I'm better at
making an argument, doesn't mean that | get to just drop God cluster bombs on my wife's
head to win. That would be fundamentally disobeying the third commandment. So that's
sort of like some ways that you could violate this. | want to talk about the opposite. As we
know, very often, the way that we avoid doing the wrong thing is by doing the right thing.
Now, let's be clear. The Jews have this completely wrong related to not saying the name
of God. This isn't one of those Will Smith, keep God's hame out of your mouth kind of
things. It's not that at all. It's actually the best way to learn reverence for God's name is to
use God's nhame in the ways that God has called you to use his nhame. And so | want to
just talk about a couple of those. Firstly, fundamentally, ground floor, the number one way
to use God's name is to call upon the name of the Lord and be saved. And we are in a
moment culturally where almost every week, I'm sure, in churches all over America,
people are revisiting the Christian faith. | know it's happening. And we're doubling down
on just being clear, not only to share the gospel, which we do every week and have for
years, but to invite people to trust in Christ because of what God's doing in the world right
now. And so I'd say we're talking about God's name and you're like, well, you know,

| probably do a lot of these things and so on and so forth. Like here's the number one
good way to use God's name. Call upon the name of the Lord and be saved. As Peter
says, there is no other name under heaven and earth by which men may be saved. As
Paul writes in Romans 10, that if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

For with the heart one believes and is justified and with the mouth one confesses and is
saved. So ground floor, God wants you to use his name. And the first thing he wants you
to do with God's name is to ask him to save you. Call upon the name of the Lord and be
saved. Be saved of the guilt of your sins. Be saved into the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
Be brought into the kingdom of God.

Here's the second thing that | would commend to you in no particular order, | think.
Another way to use God's name that is absolutely beautiful, positive, and glorious. And
that would be to pray to the Father. Pray to the Father. Of all the names of God, what's the
one | don't know if | could do without?

Creator of the universe, guys. The Bible says in John 1, 12, My sense is that, and I'm sure
you've probably seen this, that Jesus comes on the scene and he's using this term for
God that just almost never gets used in the Old Testament, that term being Father.

Father. It is my sense that Jesus had a special access to that word that people do not
have, which is not uncommon. My wife has some names for me that you cannot call me.

It would just be super weird. sense that Father. A sense that Father was the privileged
name for Christ to refer to the first person of the Trinity.

And | believe that, and | think | can prove this theologically, Jesus came to give you this
word. And for it to mean something and not be vain.

He came, of course, to offer you forgiveness, of course, to teach you how to love and so
on and so forth. But fundamentally, it came so that you could be adopted into the family of
God and you could call the creator of the universe Father.

And so if you want to know, like, what's the right way to use God's name? Jesus tells us
that when the disciples asked him, Jesus, teach us how to pray.

He said, start like this. Our Father. Our Father. | think that that, pluraling, our Father, is the
gospel revolution in one word.
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It went from my Father, the only begotten Son, to our Father. So if you want to know how

to use God's name, | don't know any sweeter name. | don't know any sweeter name in any
language, in any sweeter name for God than the one that Jesus hand-delivered to us and

made a possibility for us.

And so | say, use that. It's a great privilege. Use it. And we're kind of ready to pivot into
communion because the question is, how did we get access to that name?

Now Hebrews 2 tells us very clearly, speaking of Jesus, but we see him who for a little
while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor
because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for
everyone.

For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to
glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.

And so we come to this time where we get to approach the table that commemorates the
thing Jesus did to give us Father as the name of God.

And what he did was he offered himself as a sacrifice to make payment for our sins and to
give us his righteousness. When Jesus died, the temple veil was torn in tune that
separated man from God.

The idea of you have been given access to God as a child has access to his dad at all
times. That's what's being communicated by this table.

So I'm going to read our text from 1 Corinthians 11. I'd love you to come and take these
elements and go sit in your seat and just love you to use that name and pray to the Lord
and say thank you Father for what you've done.

The creator of the universe | now call Father. For | received from the Lord what | also
delivered to you. But the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread and
when he'd given thanks he broke it and said this is my body which is for you.

Do this in remembrance of me. In the same way also he took the cup after supper saying
this cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this as often as you drink it in remembrance
of me.

For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup you proclaim the Lord's death until he
comes. Father God we are so so grateful for the tremendous work you have done for us
the work we did not deserve and could not earn or we have brought nothing to the
accomplishing of our own salvation.

It is all of grace and perfect grace. You have saved us by grace so that not of work so that
none of us could boast. And Father in many respects this the desire for boasting is what's
behind this great sin of taking your name in vain.

So even now as we come and acknowledge this table and that we are debtors and
debtors alone may you do work against this sin this sin of pride this desire for status.

Every person who comes to this table is acknowledging they were saved by grace alone

and nothing else. Let us be revealed to be the beggars that we are as we come and then
let us sit in our seats and with great reverence understand that we can call on the creator
of the universe the God of all we can call on him as father.

You are amazing we love you in Jesus hame Amen.
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