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Holy name for how faithful and good you are to us. And Lord, | pray that even right now
you would clear the rubble in our minds, not only a way free from distractions, but also just
worldly categories and preconceived notions that will keep us from beholding the glory
that you've got for us in your text.

So God, please overcome all of these unfortunate obstacles that are just a part of dealing
with us people. And please, Lord, be good to us as we open your word. In Jesus' name we
pray. Amen.

You can be seated. We're in Psalm 103 this morning and also we'll be in Psalm 103 next
week. This week we are examining the text with the purpose of understanding God's
personality.

And next week we'll go back to this text with the purpose of developing, developing a
godly personality. This week is about God's personality. Next week about developing a
godly personality.

Charles Spurgeon thought that Psalm 103 had to have been written much later in David's
life because the psalm itself displays such a robust appreciation for the grace of God.

I don't know whether the psalm was written early or late, but | do know that if you walk with
God over a period of decades, you will, if you're really walking with the true God, develop
a greater and greater appreciation and understanding of the grace of God.

You can't stand under a waterfall and stay dry. And you can't walk with God for decades
and not become essentially a connoisseur or aficionado of grace.

I think that's what | want my epitaph to be on my gravestone. Chris Oswald, grace
connoisseur. Speaking of gravestones, | turned to 50 last weekend, and | got a letter
welcoming me to the AARP.

But | will tell you absolutely, if there's, if | can identify one thing, one category, one area of
knowledge that | have grown in over the last three or four decades, most notably, it would
be an appreciation for the grace of God.

It is absolutely the greatest lesson I've learned over these past several decades. | want to
show you today that while we can't spend a sermon, just one sermon, examining all of the
personality of God, | can show you the main personality feature that God possesses, and
that is His enthusiasm for redemption.

He delights in steadfast love, as we saw a moment ago. We have a number of really good
cooks in our church, and I'm thinking of one particular lady who is a good cook in general.

She's just a really wise and careful cook. But when you eat at her house, you can get to
this point where you're like, | think you probably like cooking desserts more than all the
other stuff you cook.

Because you just get to the dessert sequence of the meal, and there's just a little
something extra going on there. She delights in all sorts of things, but | think in particular,
baking.
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If you were to ask me, what does God do well? Well, | would have to say all things, right?
If you were to ask me, what does God delight in doing? | would say God is completely and
eternally happy, and all that He desires comes to pass, and so it would be hard to rank
that.

Nevertheless, the Bible does consistently, the book that God Himself wrote, consistently
put forward this unique quality as exceptionally delightful to God.

And the thing that He wants you to know Him by, and that is this redeeming, this steadfast
love. | haven't shown you one of the crucial pieces of sort of Psalm data yet in our Psalm
series, so let me do that now.

We have 12 Psalms that correspond to particular periods in David's life, and we know they
relate to those particular periods because in the original manuscript, before the Psalm
appears is what's known as a superscription, and it's a note written by the author, the
original author, that tells us this Psalm was written for this particular moment.

The majority of these Psalms have to do with the period of time in which David was fleeing
from Saul. But there are also several additional Psalms that pertain to the back end of
David's life after his becoming king, so on and so forth.

Now, this is helpful because if you just wanted to read through the Psalms in 1 and 2
Samuel together, here's your passages, and it would just take you probably, like really, it
would probably just take you 12 days to do this.

So these are the Psalms that pertain to a particular moment in David's life. These are the
passages in the narrative account of David's life. Now, | show this to you for a couple
reasons.

One, David's life is simply a sequence of death and resurrections. Did he ever die?
Literally no.

But if you want to understand kind of what God is doing when he tells us the story of the
patriarchs, you can lock in on this phrase, as good as dead. It's described of Abraham in
Hebrews, but it's really the message of the patriarchs.

They keep getting into situations that are basically irredeemable, unsolvable, without
miraculous intervention. They are getting into situations in which they are as good as
dead, whether that be because of biological age, being outhumbered by their enemies, all
sorts of possibilities.

And what you see throughout all of the stories, not just David, but Abraham and Jacob
and Joseph and so forth, is you see this sequence of someone gets in a situation in which
there is no hope, and God pulls them out of the pit.

David's resurrection cycle started actually with his birth order. The very first thing we see

of David is the prophet Samuel arriving to the household of Jesse under the instruction of
the Lord to anoint the next king in replacement of Saul, and it does not occur to anyone in
Jesse's house, nor does it occur to the prophet himself that the one to be anointed would
be the youngest one, one of the youngest ones.

David is way down the birth order to have ever been a significant person in the ancient
world. That's his first resurrection, if you will. The first pit he's pulled out of is just his birth
order.

And then you go from that into the next story that appears, and that's the story of David
and Goliath. And again, that is not supposed to end with David holding the massive
noggin, the massive decapitated noggin of a giant.

The logical expected turn of events there is that David is as good as dead, that God raises
him from these terrible odds.

And then through a series of events, he becomes persona non grata in the courthouse of
Saul, and he is hunted down not only by Saul, but by the entire government.
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Again, he is as good as dead. And we go through several sequences where he gets
trapped and pinned and cornered, and each time the Lord delivers him.

So most of these psalms that I'm showing you here are psalms of deliverance out of one
dire situation or another. Which is the most famous of all the psalms on the screen?

You probably can't even see them. | don't know. Psalm 51 is by far, by far, the most
famous psalm in this sequence.

And that's because that psalm deals with the deliverance from the most common foe that
human beings face.

The most common foe that we face is our own sin. The most infamous and dangerous
enemy in our lives is our own tendency to walk away from the Lord's commands, indulge
our flesh, walk in our own wisdom.

And so there's a reason why if you did a heat map on the psalms that the saints have
prayed through the years, almost none of these psalms would be very high on that list.

Psalm 23 would be high. Psalm 1 would be high. But absolutely, Psalm 51, of all of the
psalms would be probably top five in terms of its fondness in the church.

And that's because of all the possible ways we have of winding up in various pits, of
getting cornered, of being in a situation in which we are as good as dead, the most likely
way our lives will end in disgrace, in shame, in loneliness, in darkness, is that we screwed
it up ourselves.

That's the most likely outcome. And so the main thesis for today, coming from Psalm 103,
is that not only do we have a God who will deliver us from the giants and the kings and the
accidents of the fate of birth order or genes or whatever else, most importantly, we have a
God who will deliver us from our own sin.

And that is a crucial, crucial truth, and honestly, the thing that animates my heart more
than anything else for the last decades, several decades.

Now, | want to make sure before we get into talking about God's redeeming love that we
have a frank but brief conversation about sin. There are particular pits that people in this
room even have fallen into, and they are so pity, so deep, that you can build a whole life
down there.

You can have kids down there. You can get married down there. You can go to church
down there. You can function as a human being in some of these pits. They're so big. You
won't function exceptionally well, but you can function.

One of the big pits that you can fall into is a general lack of self-control. You can be a
Christian and have a relative difficult time controlling your emotions, your thoughts, your
actions.

You won't be a very successful or fruitful Christian, but you can be a Christian. It's
possible that some people here are in a pit so deep related to their own inability to control
the way they think, the way they feel, and the way they act, that it has such a big pit that it
looks like home.

And so you aren't even necessarily understanding how good a news it is that God delivers
people out of pits because you don't even know how big of a pit you're in.

But man, like, until you can learn to control your thoughts and your lusts and your anger,
you're in a pit.

And you are not going to live God's best life in that pit. So | want to encourage you. | don't
mean to make you feel bad. | just want to wake you up to the fact that we'll call him Plato's
pit, Plato's cave.
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You can be in some kinds of pits so long you don't even know you're in the pit, which is
the story of Plato's cave. The fear of man is another massive pit that you might have been
living in for most of your Christian life.

You might be so concerned with what others think and use comparison as the chief guide
for truth and normality, and you might not even realize, yeah, you're down there.

You've got your whole family down there. And guess what? It is not okay for you to stay
there. And so you, because you don't know that you're living in this massive pit, don't
know how good news it is that God is a pit puller.

Some of us have such an extraordinary love of comfort, convenience, and control that we
are relatively stingy and we keep a relatively small set of ambitions because everything
outside of this relative narrow margin that we've allowed ourselves to live in forces us into
discomfort and uncertainty.

And I'll just say, you're in a pit. That is not how you're supposed to live. But you might
have been down there for so long, you don't know you're in a pit. Some people have far
more selfishness with which to contend than they realize.

They reflexively evaluate opportunities and circumstances by how it serves them. They
struggle to love proactively and think of others and for others and land with others in their
difficulty.

They have a great struggle with selfishness. They're in a pit, but you know, it's just
become a normalized kind of thing. The truth is, is that these deeper issues, these bigger
pits, are actually the cause of many of your sins.

If you struggle, for instance, with a lack of self-control, well, so many other issues are just
downstream of that one thing. If you can't learn how to get your mind off of something and
onto something else.

If you can't learn how to be transformed by the renewing of your mind, how to take every
thought captive. Well, you're probably out here chasing sort of secondary level sins.

Why am | anxious? Why am | bitter toward this person? Why do | keep thinking about
promiscuous sex? It's like, well, these are all downstream of the fact that you actually are
in a big pit called a lack of self-control.

And | bring that to you because | want you to celebrate with me the promises of this
passage that we serve a God who is eager to pull us out of these pits.

God is not a reluctant redeemer. I'm reading the Confessions right now by Augustine. And
there's a passage that's probably one of the most famous passages in the book.

Augustine, before he was saved, you could tell I'm kind of like half-educated because the
really smart people say Augustine and the less smart people say Augustine and | say
both. there's a passage.

Augustine struggled a lot with sexual sin before his conversion. And he got to a point
where right before his conversion he came to understand like it's it's Jesus or this.

If | follow Christ | will have to deal with this. And he's really struggling. He writes, the very
toys of toys and vanities of vanities still held me.

They plucked at the garment of my flesh and whispered softly will you cast us off forever?
And from that moment shall we no longer be with you forever? And | hesitated for a strong
habit said to me do you think you can live without them?

But count count continents said to me that's self-control. Why do you rely on yourself and
so waver? Cast yourself upon him.

Fear not. He will not withdraw himself and let you fall. He will receive you and heal you. So
| rose and throwing myself down under a certain fig tree wept bitterly in contrition of heart.
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Suddenly | heard from a neighboring house the voice of a child singing over and over
again take up and read take up and read checking my weeping | got up and went back to
where I'd been sitting and had laid down the volume of the apostle Romans and read the
first passage which my which met my eyes not in rioting and drunkenness not in impurity
and wantonness nor in strife and envy but put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no
provision for the flesh to fulfill its lusts | needed to read no further for suddenly as if it were
by a light infused into my heart all darkness vanished away.

He would go on to struggle in progressive victory into ultimate freedom. this is not a get
rich quick kind of passage what | want you to see is the God who planted the fig tree and
the God who sent apostle Paul to be apostle to the Gentiles and the God who put it in the
little child's heart to sing a thing they probably weren't even thinking about as they were
playing take up and read take up and read the God of the universe had visited Augustine
in the pit and orchestrated through his providential sovereign will everything needed for
this man to find freedom from this life dominating sin this is the God we see in Psalm 103
the God who pursues us just so he can bless us

William Carey the great missionary to India is famous for saying expect great things from
God attempt great things for God and we talk about mission and love mission and love
sharing the gospel with others and love being a church but friends | will tell you
fundamentally you are not ready to do any of that until you can expect the God of the
universe to pull you out of the pit and | need you | want you I'm eager for you to see just
how eager God is to do this for you there is no pit that needs to be off limits it's it's not too
late it's not been too long the God of the universe he's got this and he enjoys this
particular work that's the burden of the message today | want to prove to you that not only
does God redeem but he delights in redeeming and | can show you that in the text in a
couple ways look back at verse one bless the

Lord oh my soul all that is within me bless his holy name bless the Lord oh my soul forget
not all his benefits who forgives all your iniquity who heals all your diseases who redeems
your life from the pit who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy who satisfies you with
good so that your youth is renewed like the eagles | can say that God delights in delivering
us because of where he meets us you know God only ever meets people in their worst
moment that's that's how he is introduced to all of us while we are yet sinners and
enemies God meets us we see that here God meets us when we are in the pit God meets
us when we are full of iniquities God meets us when we are sin sick he must really delight
in it if he comes to us in those particular moments he actually doesn't come to us when we
don't think we need the doctor right so even when he comes to us reveals his heart for
redemption he comes when we are broken when we are undone when we are desperate
like

Augustine weeping under the fig tree we see that not only with where he meets us but
how he meets us if you study all the Bible you'll find all of these passages where
redemption is given a verb of some kind like Luke 15 the prodigal son's father does what
not just that he meets the son how does he meet the son he runs to meet the son you can
find these passages all over the Bible where it is shown that God has an enthusiastic
response to delivering people out of their darkness Malachi 4 2 but as for you who fear my
name the son of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings!

We could see his vault of stuff we're supposed to be doing that we aren't and they're both
pits of different kinds and God not only comes and meets us in those places he meets us
eagerly and he meets us often | love the use of the word all at the beginning of the psalm
he heals all of our sins he heals all of our diseases you know when Peter asks how often
do | have to forgive my brother and Jesus says you know 70 times 7 what he's saying is is
that if you want to be a godly person you have to act like God and God doesn't have a
limited amount of grace for each saint grace is not a finite resource you won't run out if
you use too much of it you don't have to ration it he will come and heal you from the
disease today and the disease tomorrow the sin tomorrow you will simply never exhaust
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God's goodwill toward you to extend his salvation he never once will say all right you've
used too many of your forgiveness credits this year come back to me when you've got
your act together but | love most of all in this passage the reason why | picked on this
passage to preach is | love what it says about how God leaves us after he saves us now |
don't mean that God leaves us he will never leave us or forsake us | mean the condition in
which he leaves us after he a lot about someone's enthusiasm if you're a boss you know
this you can tell a lot about someone's enthusiasm for a work a job by how they finish the
last 10% of that job if you enter you've seen this when you mow we're taking care of the
house or the lawn or something if you enter into a job you don't really want to do you get
about 80% really matter all that much no no no that's that's not going to happen you put
someone who enjoys that same work into that situation and what you'll be able to see is
that all the way to the end in fact that last 10% which is you might think of as just like
adornment or making it extra good people who love their work labor joyfully over that last
10% they don't just do most of it and move on they really like this work what we find with

God is not a God who simply pops us out of the pit and moves on we see a God who after
he saves us crowns us you see that in the text he will crown us with he crowns you with
steadfast love and mercy a crown is a declaration it's a title it's a symbol of identity this is
a pretty amazing truth friends when people sin against us if we are reasonably godly we
will bite our lip and put a smile on our face and forgive the person and move on but what
will happen almost inevitably I'm sure we've done this to each other as we've walked
together over the years is we will say | forgive you but I'm going to put a sign on your head
that says jerk or potential jerk or was once a jerk

I'm going to put if you do something dumb I'm going to put an invisible dunce cap on your
head I'm going to be kind to you I'm going to tolerate you I'm going to smile at you when |
see you | promise not to bring up the stuff but in my heart you'll always have a sign on you
that says this guy this gal screwed up when God saves us he puts a crown on our heads
he doesn't simply pull us out of the pit he is not finished until not only have we been
rescued but we will also be strengthened confirmed and established God's saving work is
so complete it doesn't simply say okay good enough | bailed you out let's not do this again
God actually does an extra work where he he transforms you through the forgiveness you
see this all over the

Bible Jesus is careful to include these details in the prodigal son story the prodigal son
story isn't the son comes home and is given his wish of becoming a servant in his father's
household no that story isn't done until the father has put a signet ring on his finger filled
his belly with the best food he could find and given him the best seat in the house we see
this in a passage that we looked at a few weeks ago in Zechariah Joshua the high priest is
standing before the Lord and he's in filthy garments and the work isn't done simply by God
overlooking the dark garments and saying | forgive you God says ho you're not going to
leave until you have all new clothes on God just won't stop until he has completely
blessed you in response to your sin he he won't simply forgive you and move on he insists
on not only forgiving you but filling your belly with the good things that he has that you
don't deserve this is great evidence that

God loves to redeem he doesn't just do the 80 cruci 80% crucial amount of redeeming he
lingers over this process and blesses you far more than you are going to feel comfortable
with | absolutely guarantee you that prodigal son felt so uncomfortable as he was sitting at
that table with his older brother looking at him and this is a man who deserved none of this
and the father kept saying no no no no bring out another course for my son was dead and
now he is alive you know while we are thinking about that passage Jesus says | think it's
in like verse 15 in Luke 15 that all of the angels rejoice when one sinner turns and repents
well where do you think they learned that from Jesus isn't taking a break in the parable to
tell us about angels he's telling us about the father he's telling us who the father is the
angels are just a mirror of how the father feels when he redeems a person out of the pit
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Isaiah 35 10 is marvelous to demonstrate this and the ransomed of the Lord shall return
and come to Zion with singing everlasting joy shall be on their heads they shall obtain
gladness and joy and sorrow and sighing shall flee away Zephaniah 3 17 the Lord is in
your midst a mighty one who will save he will rejoice over you with gladness he will quiet
you by his love he will exalt over you with loud singing so the main burden of the message
is God delights in redeeming you and the real reason | want to hit the real reason why so
many of us struggle to believe this has to do with our violation of the second
commandment the reason why we can't get grace correctly has to do with the violation of
the second commandment what's the second commandment when we create a God in
our image we will wind up with one of two gods the libertarian

God who doesn't care about what we do if that's who we are that's the God we're going to
create if we are permissive and casual towards sin then the God we will create the false
God we will create the violation of the second commandment will involve creating a God
who is a libertarian God who doesn't care about what you do but if you are exacting if you
are a critical person critical of others and ultimately critical of yourself because Jesus says
the standard you use to judge others created is a stingy God an exacting God a God who
is not at all eager to forgive so what you need to understand is is that your lack of
familiarity with grace whether you overemphasize like a cheap grace or underemphasize
the generosity of God this is because of our human tendency to take the name Yahweh
and some biblical data and marry it in like a recipe with our own sense of

God and create a new God that absolutely diminishes the glory of the cross you see the
people who recreate a God in a libertarian image doesn't really care about sin they
desecrate the necessity of the cross why is Jesus dying if God doesn't really care all that
much about sin but the people who have the javert from Les mis the legalist the strict
understanding of the false God they negate the glories of the cross the accomplishments
of the cross and that is that Jesus really did pay the price not only to expatiate to remove
our sins but to impute his righteousness to us and so really we won't get grace right so
long as we have this tendency to create a God in our image and | can just tell you that if
you're struggling to believe what I'm telling you it is because you have without realizing it
created a God in your image I'm preaching the God of the

Bible to you right now this is who God is what I'm! telling you right now is who God is me
saying that he delights exceptionally in redemption is what the Bible says so | hope that
you'll accept this and understand how glorious this God is as Psalm 103 continues in
verse 6 the Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed!

| want to linger just a moment more on this notion that our main troubles with grace have
to do with violating the second commandment in Isaiah 55 we see the same language we
see in Psalm 103 this spatial language as high as the heavens are above the earth the
east and the west and this is the passage that you'll often hear used when someone's
trying to communicate that God is transcendent and he's smarter than us and he's wiser
than us this is that passage where God says as the heavens are higher than the earth so
my ways are higher than your ways and my is that that's a passage about

God explaining why they can trust that he will forgive it's a passage where he is saying my
ways are higher than your ways in one particular way | actually do forgive completely |
actually don't repay a man according to what he deserves | don't smile and say you're
forgiven while putting a sign an invisible sign around your neck that says watch out for that
guy that the point of that Isaiah 55 passage as is the point of this Psalm 103 passage is
this is a God who doesn't think that way listen to the whole passage Isaiah 55 6 through 9
seek the Lord while he may be found call upon him while he is near let the wicked forsake
his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts let the wicked let him return to the Lord that
he may have compassion on him to our God for he will abundantly pardon for my thoughts
are not your thoughts nor my ways your ways he's saying you can trust me to actually
forgive you you can trust me to actually remove your guilt you can trust me to actually pull
you out of the pit because
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I'm not like you | don't hold a bitter beef | don't keep score | don't count wrongs in the
same way that you count wrongs | can actually forgive you that's one of the things that
makes me unique God loves to redeem his people it's the emphasis he puts in the Bible
throughout does that mean that God only redeems no he damns as well but what does he
choose to emphasize when for instance Moses says show me your glory in Exodus 34
Moses says to the Lord show me your glory and the Lord passed before him and
proclaimed the Lord the Lord a God merciful and gracious slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love and faithfulness keeping steadfast love for thousands forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin but who will by no means clear the guilty visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children and the children's children to the third and fourth generation so in

God's own self disclosure he says I'm two things I'm exceedingly slow to anger but if you
dare to neglect so great a salvation you're an idiot and it's going to affect not only you but
your children and your children's children the emphasis is do not neglect such great a
salvation and if we read Romans 9 which we won't do today we can see that even God's
purpose for damning the rebellious sinner is to display his marvelous grace to those who
are chosen to be saved again God is simply a happy redeemer I'm about done | want to
leave you with this logical proof that | think is absolutely it's called the Mexican food rule
and it's the absolute airtight proof that God delights in redeeming imagine someone
comes to me and says Chris you know | don't really like Mexican food all that much that's
cool for different folks we live in an area where there's plenty of options and fine but what
if that same person came to me and said

Chris | don't really like Mexican food I'm moving to Oaxaca Mexico by the way | would say
well you're dumb you've you gotta eat and Oaxaca Mexico is not known for its Chinese
food so what's the plan here hombre friends when God chose to move into a relationship
with us the fundamental activity of that relationship is redemption that's all there is to do
that's all there is to do it's like well I'm going to take a vacation on the ocean but | don't
really like the ocean don't really like water don't really like seafood don't really like sand
well that's all there is to do | think the airtight evidence that God glories in redeeming is the
fact that he has chosen to dwell with us because that's all we have to offer as

Jonathan Edwards said the only thing we contribute to our salvation is the sin that made it
necessary so God absolutely delights in redeeming us and I think that if you're trying to
understand the personality of God you have to start with the thing that he screams over
and over again and so hopefully today you understand that the key accent to God's
personality is a delight to save a delight to redeem not one time not only with certain
things not because you promise you'll never do it again God delights in redeeming he
simply delights in saving you and he knows your frame by the way and he knows that you
are but dust | want to pivot to communion with this glorious quote do not be surprised to
find that God is just as happy to have you with him in heaven as you are to be there if you
don't if this isn't reflexively true in your heart you still need to stand under that waterfall a
little longer you don't know

God as well as you think you do this is the truth you will arrive one day in glory with him
and he is going to be happy to see you he has done all the work to make that so he has
paid an incredible price to make that so now the weirdo you know the weirdo charismatics
and therapeutic gospel types are going to say that's because you're awesome no it's
because God has chosen before the foundation of the world to make his glory known
primarily through the exercise of extending free unmerited grace to his enemies and
transforming them into his sons and his daughters but this is absolutely the heartbeat of
God here's what | want you to know | think it's probable possible that many of you are in a
pit and
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| want you by faith to call out to the Lord again overcome all the cynicism all the satanic
nasties whispered in your ear that it's done and just make peace with it stop it call out to
the Lord he will have compassion on you call out to the Lord in your pit God what you will
find is a God who arrives with healing on his wings and a smile on his face because he is
about to do what he delights in doing if you will call on him in faith whether for the first time
or the thousandth you can be sure I'm telling you the dead truth don't listen to anything
else you can be sure that if you seek this God who offers this great salvation at such great
a price as his only beloved son you can be sure he will arrive with a smile on his face
ready once again to do the work you need him to do this is not because

God is some liberal libertarian who doesn't care about sin this is because the mighty
Jesus Christ came to earth took on flesh lived a righteous life and propitiated the holy
God's anger against your sin by absorbing the wrath of God Almighty on him so that now
God can look at you with a smile on his face and satisfaction in his heart and he can as
Zephaniah says the Lord has taken away the judgments against you he has cleared away
your enemies the Lord your God is in your midst a mighty one who will save he will rejoice
over you with gladness he will quiet you with his love he will exult over you with loud
singing if you're a follower of Jesus Christ | would want you to come to this table today and
celebrate what Jesus has given us to be reminded of weekly we think and that is he is
eager eager to save

Jesus has already shed his body to bring satisfaction to God so that the father can look at
you with compassion and patience and restore you so if you're a follower of Jesus Christ
today would you come and partake of these elements come grab them and sit down and
I'll lead us and if you're not a follower of Jesus if you've got some other scheme that you're
working on some other gospel | could tell redeemed people in every nation this is the truth
and | hope that you'll put your faith in this gospel because it is only the only gospel and the
only good news let me pray well father | pray that this would just get into our marrow into
the marrow of our bones and that it would transform us Lord | pray God if anyone here has
identified that they are indeed in a pit Lord would you help them to know that they have a
friend in the

God of the universe through Christ and that he is a steadfast lover he doesn't give up
would you give people that kind of courageous faith that refuses to quit even though
they're beat up and disappointed would you help them to see that it's all part of your plan
Lord they need to come to an end to themselves that's a hard thing to get done but you fill
hearts even in this room today with hope that you are who you say you are and you will do
what you say you'll do and you delight in showing steadfast love bless us Lord now as we
partake of this sacrament Lord fill our hearts full of joy for you in Jesus name amen
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