The Menu is Not the Meal

Disclaimer: this is an automatically generated machine transcription - there may be small errors or
mistranscriptions. Please refer to the original audio if you are in any doubt.

Date: 26 January 2025

Preacher: Chris Oswald

[ 0: 00]

[1:10]

[ 2: 20]

You're listening to a sermon recorded at Providence Community Church, Truth and
Beauty in Community. If you are in the Kansas City area, please consider joining us in
person next Sunday.

We meet in Lenexa, Kansas at 10 a.m. every Lord's Day. Until then, we pray that as you
open your Bibles, the Lord will open your heart to receive His Word.

You'll open your Bibles to the book of John, chapter 5. We'll be in a large section of John
today, from John 5, 44 through John 6, 71.

John 5, 44 as well will start. The title for this message is, The Menu is Not the Meal. Back
in 1929, Rene Magritte painted something that we call, in English anyway, This is Not a
Pipe, produced a painting called, This is Not a Pipe.

In French, Pauline, Ceci n'est pas un pipe. This is not a pipe. Say that out loud, please.
This is not a pipe. All right.

The actual formal title of the painting was, The Treachery of Images. This was part of a
group of philosophical thinking happening in that time, related to the distinction between
the signal and that which is actually signified.

Another philosopher came along and talked about it this way. He said, The map is not the
territory. The map is not the territory. What does that mean? He's like, well, the map is a
representation of something real, right?

Alan Watts, one of my favorite hippie philosophers, came up with the phrase, following
this line of thinking, The menu is not the meal.

Again, this is the distinction between the thing and the words we use to represent the
thing. And understanding that there is truth and reality and then sort of the way we present
reality.

This is very adjacent to the way that the Bible talks about earthly things versus eternal
things. It's a very similar idea.

C.S. Lewis wrote a whole book about this called The Great Divorce. It's one of the most
confusing books he wrote. He has this sense in that book that as people leave this life and
enter into eternity, heaven is a much more substantial place.

So that the people who live in this world appear almost see-through compared to the
people that live in eternity. He's trying to get to this thing that I'm trying to get to, that the
Bible's trying to get to, and that's this idea of like, we're not denying the reality of this
place.

We're simply saying there is a heavier or weightier or more original reality represented by
this place. This idea of the menu and the meal will kind of help you as we work through
this section of scripture.

Randy Alcorn is actually, among other things, kind of a C.S. Lewis expert. And he talks
about The Great Divorce this way. He says, They have thought of their world, the people
on this earth, they have thought of their world as the real one, the one with substance,
while thinking of heaven as the less substantial spiritual world.
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They learn upon arriving in the next world. They learn, or those with eyes to see learn, that
they had it backwards. Heaven is the land of substance.

Earth, the land of shadows. Earth is full of not only shadows, but illusions and pretensions.
Heaven is reality itself. That's what we believe.

We believe that this world is more like a menu and the next world is more like the meal.
This is really one of the fundamental truths that's driven the progression of Christianity
through hard and good times for 2,000 years.

This world is not my home. This sense that this world is not the thing | ought to be living
for. That this world is, if anything, a bit of a sign, pointing us to a more profound and
heavier and weightier reality.

So this idea of semantic distinction, the map is not the territory, the menu is not the meal,
this is not a pipe. It's a picture of a pipe. That is evident in our way we think about earth
and heaven.

I read from Colossians 3 this morning. Read that again later. Same idea there. But it's also
the way that the Bible talks about the Old and New Covenant.

The Old and New Covenant are projected in similar fashion. Hebrews 10.1 says that the
law was but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of those
realities.

Now, when you confuse, this is the problem we'll solve today or try to solve today, at least
in our understanding, is when you confuse the menu for the meal, you will inevitably wind
up in a place of idolatry.

Because what you're doing is you're making a confusion between creation and creator.
The thing, the creation, is meant to turn you upward toward the creator. But when you get
these things confused, this is what idolatry is.

Now, the Gospel of John deals with this issue extensively throughout the entire book. And
one of the main problems it's trying to solve, if you think about when John wrote the
Gospel, he looks out into the world.

This is some years after Christ has come, lived a perfect life, died for the sins that Hosea
would save, is resurrected, and is said to the Father. Sometime after that, John writes the
Gospel, probably the last Gospel to be written.

And as he surveys the world that has been touched by the ministry of Jesus Christ, he
sees one problem in particular. The Jews have not substantially turned to Christ.

They are still stuck on Moses. And John's basic approach in this Gospel is to show that
Moses is more like the menu, and Christ is more like the meal.

This seems to be a primary concern of his. And you don't necessarily notice when you're
reading through John how prevalent the references to Moses are until you sort of zoom
back and realize, oh my goodness, Moses is everywhere in the Gospel of John.

There are all sorts of books written about this, and one of the titles is Moses as a
Character in the Fourth Gospel. You just don't think about it that way, but | want to show
you the prevalence of Moses, and | want to show you why this matters in your life.

So let's kind of walk through John. So far we've gone through the first six chapters. We'll
have the six chapters finished today. And right away at the beginning of John, you've got a
parallel with the beginning of Genesis.

Right? In the beginning was the Word. And we have this parallel of the creation account in
Genesis 1 with John 1. Now who wrote Genesis 1? Mo.

Mo wrote it, right? Moses wrote it. And then you get this sense of the darkness did not
comprehend Christ. Well, the Bible actually tells us that when Moses came unto his own,
his own received him not.
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And this was actually a continual experience for Moses, but it began when he struck down
the Egyptian who was beating his brethren. We see that when Moses was 40 years old,
the book of Acts tells us, it came upon his heart to visit his brethren, and they did not
understand that he was there to be their deliverer.

That's Acts 7.23. Now as we move through John 1, we get to verse 17, and we're told this
by John. The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

And then we have another reference in verse 18. This is implicit to Moses. We're told in
verse 18 of John, chapter 1 of John, no one has ever seen God, the only Father, who is at
the Father's side, he who has made him known.

Well, who is the one character in the Bible who came the closest to seeing God? Moses.
Now, Moses. As we move through chapter 1, we get to verse 45.

Philip is introduced. Remember that name. That will come into play when we're in John 6.
Philip is introduced. And he goes to others, and he says this, we have found him of whom
Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.

So for paying attention as we go through the first chapter of John, we see Moses is in here
a lot. What's going on here? As we progress, we see more and more examples of this.

For instance, in chapter 3, Jesus himself says, as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the son of man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

Moses keeps appearing in these crucial moments, and these are the official mentions, the
explicit mentions, but there's all these sort of implicit parallels in John. Woman at the well.

How did Moses meet his wife? What did Jesus do? He sort of drove this woman. He sort
of separated her from all these men, right?

Not to marry her exactly, but to make her part of the bride of Christ, | suppose you might
say. What did Moses do, and how did he meet his wife? And what was his wife? Well, she
was not really a Jew. She was not a Jew, actually.

And then you get to chapter 5, where Jesus heals a man who's been paralyzed for 38
years. You're like, well, that's a convenient number. How many years did Israel wander
around in the wilderness?

It's actually 38. We say 40. It's actually 38 years. You've got this man representing the
people of Israel who are lame and ineffectual in their faith and can't get to final redemption
until Jesus comes.

That man, that lame man who can't affect his own salvation is Israel. And it just kind of
continues all the way throughout. And then we get to chapter 5, the verse | asked you to
start with, this is the beginning of our text.

Chapter 5, Jesus is talking to the Jews who opposed his healing the man on the Sabbath.
And you see this, John chapter 5, verse 44. How can you believe when you receive glory
from one another and do not seek the glory that comes only from God?

Do not think that | will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you, Moses,
on whom you have set your hope. For if you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he
wrote of me.

But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words? Now there are plenty
of people that could see the connection between Jesus and Moses right off the bat.

I mentioned Philip in chapter 1. He tells others, come see the one whom Moses spoke
about. But as we progress through chapter 6, the first miracle we see, the miracle that's
mentioned in all the Gospels, is the feeding of the 5,000.

How does the crowd respond when Jesus turns the five loaves, or the five fishes, into
feeding everybody? What do they say? How do they respond?
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Well, they say this, in John 6, 13, this is indeed the prophet who has come into the world.
Now, your ability to understand what's going on there is dependent on your understanding
of the Old Testament.

Deuteronomy 18, 15. Moses, as he is departing the scene, says to Israel, the Lord your
God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers, and it is
to him you shall listen.

Moses predicted the coming of Christ, so when Jesus says in John 5, it is Moses who
testifies about me, the very next story is the feeding of the 5,000, and the crowd says, this
is the prophet who has come into the world.

They're referencing what Moses said. There are plenty of people who understood what
Jesus was doing at some level. Moses says in that passage to the people, remember
when | went up on Mount Horeb, and there was smoke, and fire, and trembling, and
thunder, and lightning, and you said to me, you go up to the mountain on my behalf.

You go here from God. We'll stay back here lest we die. In Deuteronomy 18, Moses says
to the people, you remember when you told me that? Someone is coming who will be your
mediator.

And so there are people, Philip understood this to some degree, the people after receiving
the food from Jesus' miraculous provision understood this to some degree.

People, some people, could see, at least partially, that Moses was the menu and Jesus
was the meal. That Moses was the map and Jesus was the actual territory.

But I'm also interested in asking how some people who started to see that changed their
minds. So let me kind of tell you the quick timeline progression through chapter 6.

Jesus feeds the 5,000. They say, behold, this is the prophet who has come into the world.
They move to make him king. Jesus, realizing it's not time for him to be king and not in
that way, departs.

His disciples go across the boat, across the sea. Jesus joins them while walking on water,
probably a reference also to Moses and the parting of the Red Sea if you're ever
wondering why is Jesus walking on water.

Maybe something there to think about. A lot of Jesus' water miracles have things to do
with Moses. Anyway, so they arrive on the other side of the sea and all these people who
had just been fed are like chasing him.

They're like, well, not so fast, bucko. You just did something pretty wonderful. We want to
engage some more. They find Jesus on the other side of the lake and they're like, hey,
something's up with you.

Would you give us some more bread? And Jesus actually calls them out on this. He
actually says, you're here because you want more bread. We'll talk about that more in a
moment.

But listen to what story they tell when they're trying to get Jesus to become the divine
vending machine. They say this, our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness as it is
written.

So they know, Moses, Moses, it's all in the air. For them and the way they're thinking, this
is all lining up. Just as Moses provided manna in the wilderness, so Jesus has provided
food in the wilderness.

He gave them bread from heaven to eat. And Jesus said to them, truly, truly, | say to you,
it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my father gives you the true
bread from heaven.
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For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. At
the end of chapter 6, toward the end of chapter 6, Jesus says this to these same people,
truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes has eternal life.

I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness and they died. This is
the bread that comes down from heaven so that one may eat of it and not die. | am the
living bread come down from heaven.

If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that | will give for the life of
the world is my flesh. Here's the problem. These people have some understanding that
Jesus is better than Moses, but for them, they think that if Jesus is greater than Moses,
that just means he'll make greater amounts of food.

They haven't taken that final step to realize that it's not greater amounts of food, greater
amounts of freedom from your enemies, you know, greater conquests and so forth.

They haven't taken that final step to understand that it's the food itself, the quality of the
food itself is greater. It's spiritual food.

It's food that will give you eternal life, not just energy to do another few hours of labor.
They can see that Jesus is in line with Moses. What they can't yet see is that he's
operating at that level that C.S. Lewis would call the heavier, the weightier, the more solid.

Jesus is operating on the meal side of things and these people are still thinking in terms of
the map, confusing the map for the territory. It's that final step to go.

Now, pretty much everybody leaves Jesus at this point and Jesus turns to the 12 and he
says in verse 67, Do you want to go away as well?

Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life
and we have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.

You have the words of eternal life. Friends, that is actually more Moses. Moses ascends
to the mountain, comes down with the words that God says are your life.

Take them that you may live long in the land, he says in Deuteronomy 32. These people
were very aware, obviously, of the Old Testament. They had a great fluency and
understood the play on things to some degree.

So that's essentially an exposition of what's happening from John 1 to John 6. You've
really got a bunch of interaction that is all based on this concept I'm presenting to you as a
map or as a menu meal confusion.

Moses was the menu, Jesus is the meal, and not all people understood that. So now | just
want to shift into application. This might be kind of a quick sermon.

Yeah, we'll see. How do we apply this concept? How do we observe the mistake that
these folks made and gain traction in our own pursuit of eternal joy?

One thing. Your eternal joy depends on your ability to distinguish between representations
and realities. Your eternal joy depends on your ability to distinguish between things that
represent things and the things that are represented by those things.

So | sat down and like really came up with a way to just say this over and over and over
again to get it into your beautiful thick skulls. And let me just say it a thousand different
ways the same thing.

The sign is not the destination. The sign is not the destination. In John 2, Dove talked
about these wall drug signs and how pathetic the actual place is in South Dakota.

| would compare that to the Buc-ee's. Where, think of the Buc-ee's to wall drug sign ratio
issue here. You've got more wall drug signs per wall drug than you have Buc-ee's signs
per Buc-ee's.
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But you've got way more glory per sign. Like, the ratio to glory to sign is like high on the
Buc-ee's side and it's like utterly disappointing on the wall drug sign.

But you know, you really can imagine some kind of very confused foreign tourist driving
through the southern United States and seeing, you know, maybe they're from some like,
you know, backwards eastern European country and they see like a Buc-ee's sign and it's
the biggest and most beautiful thing they've ever seen.

and they're like, this is important. Look at this huge sign. It's red. It's lit. It's big. Like, it's
steel. There's more steel on this sign than there is in our capital back home, you know.

And they pull in and they park under the Buc-ee's sign and they think, we have arrived at
Buc-ee's. Right? And they're like, they're like sending photos to their Buc-ee's.

It's like, no, you're not at Buc-ee's. You're at the sign for Buc-ee's. Keep going. You would
not believe the gap between the sign and the beauty. Buc-ee's is way better than the sign.
The blueprint is not the building.

The map is not the territory. The menu is not the meal. The model is not the machine. The
brochure is not the vacation. You get what I'm saying?

Now, we do okay distinguishing between these things when the menus are 2D. When
they're two-dimensional, we can sort out like, okay, this isn't the meal.

This is a piece of paper. But of course, the complication of being a sinner in this fallen
world is that our menu is very much three-dimensional.

And it really does offer some small installments of the pleasures that are to come. Some
small installments of the glories that are to come.

And so it was really hard for the Jews because they looked at Moses as a high watermark
in some respects in terms of one of the most excellent men to have ever come out of the
tribe. To understand that he was a billboard and not a destination, that's a lot harder.

That's a lot harder. That's actually the real trick of holiness. And it's really kind of hard to
do. It's really kind of hard to get that sense that there is a better reality behind this reality
and that this reality is meant to point me to the eternal good that Jesus has for me in
Christ.

People really struggle with this way of thinking and it's not just the Jews. In Acts we see
kind of the Gentile version of this problem which might be closer to our problem.

In Acts 14, Paul and Barnabas are preaching and a man is healed and the people get it in
their heads that Paul and Barnabas are gods and they go to offer sacrifices to them.

And Paul freaks out. He's like, stop! In verse 14 of Acts 14 he says this, But when the
apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their garments, rushed out into the
crowd, crying out, Men, why are you doing these things?

We are also men of nature with you and we bring you good news. Now | want you to pay
attention to how he talks them out of their idolatry. Because what we're trying to do is talk
ourselves out of our idolatry here.

So how does he do this? That you should turn from these vain things to a living God who
made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in him. He did not leave himself
without witness.

We just saw that word witness talking about Moses. Same idea here, but this isn't a
person, this is stuff. He has not left you without a witness, for he did good by giving you
rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.

So how does Paul talk them out of idolatry? He helps them make a creator creation
distinction. He said this stuff, which is great, he's filled your bellies with good food, he's
brought seasons, and it's a beautiful world, he's like this is just the menu, this is just the
billboard pointing you to the one, to the destination.
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He's like in the past God allowed you to walk in ignorance in this way, but no longer. Jesus
Christ has come and he has revealed fully the destination that we're all arriving to and you
need to stop this foolishness.

In Acts 17, in verse 24, God encounters another group of pagans who have their idolatry
issues, and he says this in verse 24, that God who made the world and everything in it,
being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in the temples made by man, nor is he
served by human hands as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all
mankind life and breath and everything.

He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on the face of the earth, having
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place that they should
seek God and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him, yet he is actually not far off
from us.

What's he doing there? He's saying follow the breadcrumbs, my friend. Feel your way
toward God. This world has been created with all these glories and you're living in a place
that you didn't choose where you're going to live.

You were born into a family you didn't choose where you're going to born. There's a
master of ceremonies that work over your whole life orchestrating everything through
providential sovereignty. It's like pay attention to creation and make sure you distinguish
between creation and creator and you'll find the truth.

So the Jews were doing this whole thing and are doing this whole thing with Judaism.
They're trying desperately to turn the menu into a meal. And the rest of the nations are
doing this in their own way through hedonism.

They're trying desperately to turn those things which signify into things that are more
significant than that. They're trying to make the map the territory.

Where are you doing this? Here's some places where this sort of thing comes into view.
Romantic love. Friends, that's a sign, not a destination.

Money. Children. Freedom. Health. Friendships. Comfort. Safety. These are menu items
pointing you to the great eternal chef.

These are things that are meant to turn you toward the one who made them. And the
problem that we have is the same problem we see the Jews having in relation to Moses in
John 6 and it kind of gets really bad in John 9 and that is we look at this thing whether it's
marriage or money and we think I've arrived or | will have arrived once | get this.

Nope. Nope. That's a breadcrumb. That's not a destination. Now as people are sorting
these issues out you typically there's a few ways that this sort of manifests itself and one
is that there are some people who accomplish their list at some point in their life and they
become apathetic toward the Lord.

| would say | feel like | have accomplished most of the things that | felt like were important.
| wanted to have a wonderful wife.

| wanted to have kids. | wanted to raise my kids. | wanted to have a meaningful job. |
wanted to be reasonably healthy and so on and so forth. | would say that for the most part
I have arrived at these things and maybe some of you here have arrived at some of these
things or you know people who have.

Well, you've got to be very careful at that moment not to think you've reached the end of
the rainbow. You've simply accumulated a whole host of evidences that there is a God
over all this who must be worshipped and that there is an eternity beyond this that is far
more potent than all of the pleasures you've accumulated in your life.

You know, people talk about maps and they think that the only potential problem with a
map is if the map's wrong. It's like, well, you know, there's another problem with maps.
Some people confuse them as territory.
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Some people confuse knowledge of a place with experience in that place. some people
are content to just look at maps. Instead, it's honestly quite safer, of course, to just look at
maps than to go on the trip.

And in the same way, friends, there's a spiritual apathy that can creep in where our
representations of glories become our only glories. and an apathy and a complacency
creep in.

You've got to watch out for that. If your life is great right now, praise the Lord, but there is
one thing that that's supposed to lead you to, the creator of those things.

So, sometimes | see folks that have actually been really blessed and they don't use those
blessings as the billboards that they really are. And the other one | see is like various
versions of deconstruction.

When God takes away something that they had wrongly worshipped. I've preached this
passage before on a sermon about deconstruction and you see that in the text.

These people had a very narrow view of what it meant for God to be good to them. And
when Jesus says, no, I'm not giving you that anymore. They leave.

They depart. Because their bandwidth, their window for understanding what it means for
God to be good is this. God has to do this. And then God takes away your wife.

Or he causes you to be infertile. Or he makes it really hard to make ends meet. and you
look at those things and you say, how can God be good?

If God withholds those things from you, he is not withholding them to starve you. He is
withholding them to feed you the food that never perishes and that will lead to your eternal

10y.

That's the really hard thing about being a sinner in a beautiful world. It's still pretty
beautiful. It's cursed, but it's still pretty beautiful. beautiful. | want you to think about this
image that | came up, which | don't think is that far into the future.

Some kind of cyberpunk hellscape | was thinking about the other day where we all have
the Neuralink, you know. We've all got the chip. And now when you go into a restaurant,
you can double click with your finger on the menu item, and you can smell the meal you
would potentially be eating if you ordered that meal.

And your brain is triggered also to have some simulation of the taste. This would be
relatively simple to do, neurologically speaking, with where we are technologically right
now.

So it would be possible for you, say in 10 years, to get the chip, go into a futuristic Elon
restaurant and be handed a menu, and probably you wouldn't be using your hands, you'd
probably just look at it, and it would notice that you're looking at that item, and then you'd
maybe hear a countdown, 3, 2, 1, and then you would smell the meal, and you would taste
the meal, and it would last for a little bit, and you'd know exactly the meal that you're about
to have.

And you could potentially see a kind of people who would become addicted to that, right?
And they would literally just sit in restaurants all day, moving from item to item, boom,
boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, it's kind of like chewing the box of chocolates and then
spitting them out, like all the way down the line.

You can imagine that like being a thing, you can imagine that people would struggle with
that, because they're getting so much close to a simulation of the real thing. But here's of
course the problem, is that if you spent all of your meal time doing that, you would die of
starvation.

There are no actual calories happening. For some of us that would be a good thing.
Maybe this could be, anyway. Actually, the Bible, | invented that from the Bible.
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| didn't imagine that because | read a lot of Neal Stevenson. | invented that from the Bible.
What do | mean by that? Well, Isaiah 55, too. Why do you spend your money on that
which does not bread?

And labor for that which does not satisfy. This is exactly what idolatry is, my friends. It's
turning the menu into the meal.

In Jeremiah 2, God says, Be appalled, O heavens, at this. Be shocked. Be utterly
desolate, declares the Lord. For my people have committed two evils.

They have forsaken me, the fountains of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for
themselves, broken cisterns that hold no water. The Bible actually talks this way. This is
actually the human condition now, not into the future.

We try to subsist on the menu, forgetting that there's an actual meal behind it. And so for
many of you, when your life is all put together, and you feel this sort of anxious, gnawing,
now what?

That's because you haven't taken in the spiritual calories necessary to actually survive.
You're simply trying to turn the menu into a meal. So to you, | would say, turn to the one
who made you and everything on the menu.

Turn to the one who made you and everything on the menu. Love him, follow him, worship
him. Paul says it this way in Colossians, verse, if then you have been raised with Christ,
seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have
died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then
you also will appear.

This is where Lewis is getting this imagery of a translucent person who becomes solid.
When Christ your life, John says in, | think it's 1 John, we do not know what we will yet be,
but when he appears, we will be as he is.

Colossians 3 continues in verse 5, put to death therefore what is earthly in you, sexual
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desires, and covetousness, which is idolatry. What's
going on here?

Meal making out of the menu. Taking pleasures which are meant to point you to the one
who made them and making them the point. of your life. On account of these, Paul says,
the wrath of God is coming.

In these two you once walked when you were living in them, but now you must put them
away. All anger, wrath, malice, slander, obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one
another seeing that you have put on the old self with its practices and have put on the new
self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.

One mark of a church full of idolaters is they think in zero some ways because they're
competing for actual resources, not the eternal resources that are represented by those
actual resources. They think in zeros, they're competing for glory, they're competing for
time, they're competing for all these things.

They don't understand like right behind those things is the real thing and there's no end of
it at his right hand are pleasures forevermore. So what does this all do with like, what do
we do with all this?

Well, you can just look at the way that the Jews have tried to turn the menu into the meal.
and pull the plank out of your own eye and think, well, where am | doing that?

Where am | making the billboards the destinations? And how can | begin to look in hope to
the way things will be forever, the real way forever when Christ returns?
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[ 36: 53]

[ 38: 06]

Her communion, we have a great communion text in John 6. The Jews grumbled against
Jesus as he was making these points and Jesus turned the volume, the offensive volume
up to 11.

He says, so Jesus said, truly, truly, | say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my
blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last day.

For my flesh is true blood, and my blood, my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.
Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me and I in him. As the living
Father sent me and | live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me also, he also
will live because of me.

This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate and died.
Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever. Now you can see why they got out of there.

Their inability to see representations and symbols had them thinking very literally in this
moment and thinking this is cannibal talk.

They ran away because Jesus was playing games instead of producing food. They ran
away because Jesus was like let's use our brains and think about the way that I'm talking
here and how it's symbolic and so forth.

But if you're in Christ you understand that fundamentally what he's saying is there came a
moment when you said | am starving Lord Jesus. My whole life has been about trying to
turn the menu into a meal.

I've done the girl thing. I've done the money thing. I've done the career thing. I've done the
athletic thing. I've done it. Why am | so hungry? Then through a work of God you realize
oh there's a different kind of food for a different part of me that is the realist part of me.

And Jesus saved you and filled your heart with a substance you did not have up until then.
And you felt satiated for the very first time. What the Lord's table is here to do is to remind
you of these fundamental realities week after week after week so that you never forget
where the real meal is.

The real meal is found in Christ. So if you're a follower of Jesus today would you come up
during our time of partaking and partake of this demonstration of the Lord's faithfulness
and know that he is indeed the realist meal there is.

thing Thank you.
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